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HALOGEN FLOOR LAMPS

Halogen floor lamps operate at much higher temperatures than standard incandescent light bulbs. Never place a
halogen floor lamp where it could come in contact with draperies, clothing or any other combustible materials.
Be sure to turn the lamp off whenever you leave the room for an extended period of time, and never use
halogen torchiere lamps in children’s bedrooms or playrooms.
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PARTY SEWER LINES

As of January, 2008, Portland’s Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) and the Bureau of Development Services
(the building department) require “each property to have an independent connection and legal route of access to
the public sewer.” This means two homes can no longer share a sewer line.

This year-old code requirement was enacted to comply with a mandate issued by the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ).

FAQ:
Are properties presently served by a party sewer line required to make this change?
YES with two exceptions:

1) The shared sewer may continue to exist if there is a legally recorded, permanent, private sewer easement
and maintenance agreement between the owners of the properties served by the party sewer that was
recorded prior to January 2, 2008; and,

2) If there is no public sewer line in the street fronting the property, homeowners may be allowed to establish
a temporary sewer easement and maintenance agreement and sign a Public Sewer Utility Waiver until such
time as a public sewer is available to connect to.

How does the City find out about party sewer lines?

Some party sewer lines are recorded as such in the plumbing records. Other party sewer lines are discovered when
the sewer line is inspected by a plumbing contractor or home inspector. In some cases, the contractor or inspector
may confer with the City about repair options. Once the party sewer line is identified, the affected properties will
be notified and may be required to disconnect.

What happens if the City gives notice to disconnect the party sewer line?

The property owner has 180 days to comply following proper notice. After that, a City contractor will be authorized
to make the necessary repairs or connection to bring the building sewer into compliance with City code. If this
occurs, the property owner will be charged for repair costs, a $330.00 civil penalty, 40% overhead charges of
contractor costs, recording fees, and Auditor’s Office charges. These charges will be placed as a lien against the
property.

Are there connection fees and other special assessments from the City for this change?
No. However, the homeowner or contractor must obtain proper permits to do the work. The usual building permit
fees apply.

Does the City have any financial assistance for home owners?

Yes. The BES offers financing for private plumbing costs and City sewer fees, if applicable. The financing is not

based on income or credit history. There are special low interest loans with deferred payment options for owner
occupants who meet low-income qualifications. For detailed information and other options, we recommend you

contact Chris Collett at 503-823-4108.

For more info, go to our website: http://www.master-inspectors.com/pdf/Party Sewer FAQ.pdf

STANDBY POWER USAGE IS COSTING YOU MONEY

When preparing to leave home for a few days, most of us make sure our electrical
appliances are turned off. Unfortunately, many of these appliances are not really turned
off; they are in standby mode and are still using electricity. The only real way to turn them
off is to unplug them.
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Standby mode lets appliances respond faster when we turn them on. This is a great

CERTIFIED INSPECTOR convenience but it comes with a cost that most people don’t realize. In its standby mode, a
single appliance can use the energy equivalent of a 20 watt light bulb that is burning 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. If you have multiple appliances, the energy usage adds up
quickly.

For more information on saving money, visit the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
. standby power site at www.standby.Ibl.gov.




